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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  STREET 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  IEAR  ENDED 

31st  DECEMBER,  1965 

Tel:  (Office)  Shepton  Mallet  2237  Area  Health  Department, 

U.D.C.  Offices, 

(Residence)  Wells  2643  Market  Square, 

Shepton  Mallet, 
Somerset. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Street  Urban  District  Council 


Mr  .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1965,  compiled 
in  accordance  with  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959  and  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  l/66  of  11th  January,  1966. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  District  show  a  vigorously  increasing 
population  with  a  birth  rate  more  than  twice  the  death  rate,  lowsred  general 
mortality  and  infant  mortality  rates,  and  no  maternal  mortality. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  reported  during  the  year 
apart  from  measles,  and  deaths  from  cardio-vascular  diseases  and  cancer  fell,  but 
unfortunately  there  was  an  increase  in  deaths  from  road  accidents. 

Additional  features  in  the  Report  this  year  are  the  introduction  of  a 
Five  Year  Table  of  certain  vital  statistics  with  comparative  figures  over  the  period 
for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales,  and  a  new  return  requested  by  the  Ministry  under 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 

Improvements  in  the  housing  and  environmental  hygiene  services  were 
maintained,  as  detailed  by  the  Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector,  to  idiom  I  am 
most  grateful  for  his  contribution  to  this  Report  and  co-operation  at  all  times. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee,  the  Clerk  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council,  and  to  iry  colleagues 
in  the  town. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
D.  E.  CLARE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


....  .  O'  •  ►  *  1  * 

L 


. 

, 

" 


.  •  ’  ■  ■-  : 


, 


’■/'■j  *&#•]'  *:  *■■/>:■<  it'* .:  '.  ^jffgiPr 


GENERAL  STATISTICS ,  1965 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  . .  3,069 

Estimated  Population  (mid-year  1965) .  7,270 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (as  at  1.4.65) .  2,415 

Rateable  Value . (as  at  1.4.65) .  £  275, 114 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate ....  (as  at  1o4.65) . .  £  1,181 

MAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 

(With  comparative  figures  for  Somerset  and  England  &  Wales  where  available) 
BIRTHS  STREET  U.D.  - 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

59 

66 

125 

Illegitimate 

1 

3 

J* 

60  69  129 


Rate  per  1,000  population 
(Area  Births  Comparability  Factor 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

0.97) 

(.per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

— 

— 

Totals: 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Rate  per  1,000  live  & 

still 

.  births 

TOTAL  LIVE  & 

STILL  BIRTHS 

62 

70 

132 

DEATHS 

TOTAL  DEATHS  25 

(all  ages)- 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

30 

55 

(Area  Deaths  Comparability 
INFANT  DEATHS 

(under  1  year) 

Factor  1.07J 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

mmmmm 

. 

Totals 

(under  4  weeks) 

JL 

—2 

JL 

Legitimate 

- 

— 

- 

Illegitimate 

_ 

1  -T 

Totals 

(under  1  week) 

Legitimate 

- 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

-  - 

Totals 


Recorded  Corrected  Somerset  England  & 

Wales 

(  Provisional) 

8,663 

542 


9?205 

864,000 

17.73 

17.2 

16.76 

(Corrected) 

18.0 

3.1 

5.89 

141 

13,800 

22.7 

15.09 

15.7 

9,346 

877,800 

6,743 

549,320 

7.57 

8.08 

10.18 

(Corrected) 

11.5 

146 

J2 

159 

16,414 

99  11,200 

85 
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Somerset 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

STREET  U.D. 

Recorded  Corrected 

Total  Infant  deaths  per 

1,000  total  live  births 

7.75 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths 
per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births. . .  ... 

8.0 

Illegitimate  Infant  Deaths 
per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATES 

(deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

(deaths  under  1  week  per 

1,000  total  live  births) 

- 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE 
(still  births  &  deaths  under 
1  week  combined  per  1,000 
live  &  still  births) 

22.7 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

(including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 
&  still  births 

- 

10.75 

16.86 

23.98 

10.75 

9.23 

24.18 

2 

0.21 


England  & 
Wales 

(Provisional) 

19.0 


13.0 


26.9 


219 

0.25 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE  DURING  1965 

(As  given  by  the  Registrar-General  for  1965) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Sex  Total  Under  4  wks  & 
all  4  wks  under  1 
Ages.  year 


Age  in  Years 

1-5-15-25-35-45-55-65-75  &  upwards 


Tuberculosis,  M  1 

respiratory 

Malignant  neoplasm,  M  1 

lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  F  1 

breast 

Other  malignant  and  M  4 

lymphatic  neoplasms  F  2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  M  1 

nervous  system  F  3 

Coronary  disease,  M  7 

angina  F  12 

Hypertension  with  M  1 

heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  M  2 

F  3 


___.._-.211 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 


Sex  Total  Under  4  wks  &  _ Age  in  Years 

all  4  wks  under  1  r-5-15^5-35-45~55-65-75~&  upwards 

Ages  year 


Other  circulatory 
disease  F  1 


Pneumonia  F 

Bronchitis  M 

F 

Other  diseases  of  M 

respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  M 

duodenum 


Other  defined  and  ill-  p 


defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  M 

accidents  F 

All  other  accidents  M 

Suicide  F 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 

1 

1 


1 


1-1 

-  1  - 

-  1  - 


-*--1-11 

1  1  —  ~  2  - 
1  -  ~  ^  _ 

-  -  -  -  1  _  _ 

—  —  1  —  —  —  — 


TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES  M  25 

F  30 


1  --111-5  88 

- 1-122  9  15 


CERTAIN  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  FIVE-YEAR  PERIOD  1961-196 *5 
TOH- .COMPARATIVE  FIGURES  FOR  SOMERSET  AND  ENGLAND  &  WALES 


1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 


1.  Corrected  Birth  Rate 


Street  U.D. 

14.1 

15.6 

19.45 

18.1 

17.2 

Somerset 

16.58 

17.33 

18.15 

16.86 

16.76 

England  &  Wales 

17.4 

18.0 

18.2 

18.4 

18.0 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

Street  U.D.  . 

7.75 

8.8 

11.18 

10.7 

8.08 

Somerset 

12.77 

10.77 

11.23 

ID. 62 

10.18 

England  &  Wales 

12.0 

11.9 

12.2 

11.3 

11.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Street  U.D. 

Nil 

26.1 

Nil 

15.0 

7.75 

Somerset 

15.82 

17.36 

14.64 

13.0 

10.75 

England  5c  Wales 

21.6 

21.6 

21.1 

20.0 

19.0 

-  4  ~ 
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Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30144061 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  -  1965 


Disease 


Total  Cases  Notified 


Measles 


127 


TOTAL:  127 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1965 

(The  figures  in  general  are  too  small  for  much  importance  to  be  attached 
to  them  but  certain  broad  statements  can  be  made). 

Population 

The  Registrar-General  estimated  an  increase  of  150  over  the  mid-year 
population  of  the  previous  year,  and  births  exceeded  deaths  by  74. 

Births 

Live  Births  -  were  4  less  than  in  1964,  with  a  corresponding  fall 
in  the  Birth  Rate  which  still,  however,  remained  above  the  County  average. 

Still  Births  —  totalled  3  this  year  and  the  Stillbirth  Rate  was 
above  the  County  and  National  figures. 

Deaths 


All  Ages  -  showed  a  fall  again,  to  15  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
and  the  death  rates  were  considerably  better  than  the  County  and  National  figures, 
even  when  raised  by  the  Area  Deaths  Comparability  Factor. 

Infant  Mortality  -  with  only  1  death  this  year,  the  Infant  Mortality 
Rate  was  considerably  better  than  County  and  National  figures  and  there  was  no 
Neonatal  or  Early  Neonatal  Mortality.  The  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  was  naturally 
the  same  as  the  Still  Birth  Rate. 

Maternal  Mortality  -  again  there  were  no  deaths  in  women  from  the 
District  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 

Causes  of  Death 


Cardio-Vascular  Diseases  -  caused  the  greatest  number  of  deaths,  but 
with  a  drop  to  30  deaths  as  against  42  in  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  Coronary 
and  Other  Heart  Diseases  caused  25  deaths,  and  Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous 
System  4. 

Cancer  deaths  -  fell  to  8  from  15  in  the  previous  year. 

Respiratory  Diseases  -  caused  the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in 

1964  (5)'. 
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Accidents  -  accounted  for  6  deaths,  and  of  these  5  were  involving 
a  motor  vehicle,  predominantly  amongst  males  (4). 

Notifiable  Diseases 


Measlss  showed  its  usual  2 -yearly  cycle,  with  127  cases.  No  other 
notifiable  diseases  were  reported. 

ANNUAL  RETURN  OF  FOOD  POISONING  NOTIFICATIONS 


There  were  no  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  during  the  year. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1946  (SEC.47)  &  AMENDMENT  ACT.  1951 

No  case  occurred  requiring  action  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts, 
but  borderline  cases  were  visited  from  time  to  time. 

VACCINATIONS  AND  INOCULATIONS 


(Figures  kindly  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


(l)  Primary  Courses  Number  of  children  in  the  District  who  completed  a  full 
course  of  primary  immunisation  in  the  year  ended  31.12.65 


(2)  Reinforcing 
Injections 


Children  bom  in  the  years:-  Others  under 

1965  1£64  1963  1962  1956-1961  age  16 _ TOTAL 

61  66  6  1  1  -  137 


Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31.12.65 

1  29  19  2  64  101  236 


TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 


(1)  Primary  Courses  -  Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  full 

course  of  primary  immunisation  in  year  ended  31.12.65 

61  66  6  1  1  -  137 

(2)  Reinforcing  Injections 

Children  receiving  reinforcing  injections  in  year  ended  31.12.65 

1  29  19  2  64  95  230 


WHOP  PING  COUGH  HMNISATION 

Number  of  children  in  District  who  completed  a  primary  course  of  Pertussis 
vaccine  (singly  or  in  combination)  in  year  ended  31.12.65 

61  66  6.  -  -  135 
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POLIOMYBLIT  IS  VACCINATION 


(l)  Primary  Courses  Number  of  persons  in  District  who  received  a  course  of 
primary  vaccination  during  the  year  ended  31.12.65 


Children 

Children 

Children 

Children 

Young  Persons 

Others 

born 

bom 

born 

bom 

born 

under 

TOTAL 

1965 

1964 

1963 

1962 

1958  -  61 

age  16 

Oral 

Oral 

Oral 

Oral 

Oral 

Oral 

Oral 

23  93  12  1  4  2  U+0 

(2)  Reinforcing  Doses 

Persons  receiving  reinforcing  doses  during  the  year  ended  31.12.65 
-  69  2  71 


SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  the  District  in  year  1965 


0-3  mths  4-6  mths  7-9  mths  10-12  mths  1  year  2-4  yrs.  5-15  yrs.  TC 
P  P  P  P  PRPRPRP 


1  40  63  -  6  1  4  3  H9  4 


P  «=  Primary  vaccination 


R  «  Re-vaccination 


to 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR1  S  REPORT  -  1965 


FACTORIES 


Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  action  was  taken  under 
Section  9  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961  in  one  case. 

Advice  was  given  in  several  cases  and  necessary  improvements  gained 
without  formal  action  being  required. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 


Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  premises  in  the  district.  Several 
cases  of  unhygienic  practice  were  found,  and  on  advice  being  given  as  to  why  certain 
activities  were  considered  bad  practice,  an  improvement  was  immediately  affected. 

CEMETERY 


The  number  of  burials  was  36.  'The  Council  has  an  adequate  area  of  land 
for  many  years  to  come. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Two  aerators  and  an  additional  pump  were  installed  in  1965.  Analyses 
of  samples  of  the  effluent  showed  that  we  were  within  the  conditions  required  by 
the  River  Authority,  namely  15  p.p.m.  suspended  solids  and  B.O.D.  which  is  much 
higher  than  the  Royal  Commission  Standard. 

SWIMMING  POOLS 


(a)  Greenbank  Swimming  Pool  was  well  patronised,  in  spite  of 

a  poor  summer; 

(b)  Millfield  School  Swimming  Pool  was  visited  and  advice 

given  on  the  treatment  and  standards  required. 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  23  Council  houses,  1+  old  person1  s  bungalows  and  60 
private  enterprise  houses  were  completed. 

The  Council  maintains  a  vigorous  approach  to  the  problem  of  housing  old 
persons  and  the  general  public.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  Council  will  enter 
into  the  field  of  industrialised  housing  in  the  coming  year, 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Number  of  discretionary  grants  approved  during  the  year  ...  2 
Number  of  standard  grants  approved  during  the  year  ...  3 


Every  encouragement  is  given  to  owners  to  make  use  of  the 
offered  to  improve  houses  by  improvement  grants. 


facilities 


. 


' 


.  .  ; 

■  ‘ 


:  ’  m  .  O'i 


V 


.t  ;  J  K'J 

,14.  i.  ^ 


■ 


.  ■  •  «•*<  -  •* 


' 


££tfv‘J 

,'ji,  '  •■•;:••  ::  •.  ■:  fi  "  ^rr  boeXT..-  .etfou bci± 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


100$  inspection  of  all  animals  slaughtered  was  carried  out  in  the  two 
private  slaughterhouses.  The  standard  of  preparation  and  presentation  of  meat 
is  of  a  very  high  order. 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during 

the  year 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 
cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

No. 

killed 

201 

3 

405 

600 

- 

No. 

inspected 

201 

3 

405 

600 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

"Whole  carcases  ***  -  -  -  -  - 

condemned 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  25  -  -  12  2 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  12.44  9  -  2.96  0.33 

diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  -  -  -  —  — 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ  -  -  -  ~  2 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected  -  -  -  -  0,33 

affected  with 

tuberculosis 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  (continued) 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  and  Pigs  Horses 

Cows  Lambs 


Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrig¬ 
eration 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 


Weight  of  meat  condemned 
(in  lbs.)  for:- 

(a)  Tuberculosis  -  -  -  -  17 

(b)  Cysticercosis 

Submitted  for  cold  -  -  -  -  - 

store  treatment 

(c.)  Other  162  lbs  -  -  42  IS 


Total  (in  lbs.)  condemned 

inc.  submitted  for  cold  162  -  -  42  35 

store  treatment  _ _ _ _ 


Tinned  Meat  35  lbs. 

Other  Tinned  Food  91  lbs. 

Total  129  lbs. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATION,  I960 


The  following  Food  Premises  are  subject  to  the  above  Regulations 


Shops 

No. 

No .  fitted  to 

No.  to  which 

No.  complying 

Butcher 

6 

comply  with 

Reg. 16,  i.e. 

wash-hand 

basins 

6 

Reg. 19  applies, 

i.e.  facilities 

for  washing 
food  and  equip- 

ment 

6 

mthr,fteg .  19 

6 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Cafe1 s 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Dairies 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fish  &  Chip 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Groceries 

16 

16 

16 

15 

Svrarb 

9 

9 

9 

9 

46  46 


46 


45 


Premises  where  Food  is  prepared 

No.  registered  under 

Section  16  of  the  -  Ice*-cream  ...  25 

Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 

(ice-cream,  Manufactured  -  Man.Meat  Products  2 

Meat  Products)  etc. 

Clean  Air  Act.  1956 

Any  action  taken:-  Apparatus  installed  for  measurement  of  atmospheric 

pollution.  Observations  being  taken  at  request 
of  Warren  Spring  Laboratory,  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

Agricultural  (Safety.  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions) 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  -  1961 

1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

No. 

No.  of 

(i) 

on 

Reg. 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(  i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1, 2,3*4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 

Authoritie  s . 

2 

2 

- 

mm 

(  ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

24 

186 

2 

mm 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 1 
premises) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total: 

26 

188 

2 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises 
on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  "cases") 


Particulars 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S'. 3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Outwork) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  Number  of  cases  in 
defects  were  found  which  prosecutions 
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Verbal  notifications  were  made  at  times  of 
inspection  in  respect  of  minor  infringements. 

- 


— 


~  •• 


' 


.  .  -  • - 


.  ■ . ■ 

- 

t  ■  :  •.  r  ■  :  - 


Factories  Act  (continued) 

Number  of  Outworkers  required  by  Section  133  (l)  (c)  ...  $2  workers 

Nature  of  work  -  Wearing  apparel  -  Gloves 
Caravans  and  Camping  Sites 

Two  licences  are  in  force  for  three  caravans 
Rats  and  Mice 

77  premises  were  treated  for  rats  and  mice 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  dumps,  sewage  works,  and  sewers  and 
treatments  carried  out  as  necessary. 

Shops.  Offices  &  Railway  Premises  Act.  1963 

77  premises  are  registered  with  the  Council.  Inspections  have  been  made  through¬ 
out  the  year,  no  formal  action  has  been  taken,  minor  improvements  have  been 
effected  by  persuasion  and  several  major  improvements  are  now  being  planned  and 
should  be  completed  in  the  near  future. 

Water  Supply 

Regular  routine  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses, 
and  in  every  case  the  report  was  satisfactory. 

Natural  Fluoride  Content  of  Water  Supplies 

Ay. Fluoride  p.p.m.  as  F 


Millyard  Supply 

0.06 

Millhead  Supply 

0.10 

Honeyhurst  Supply 

0.12 

Cheddar  Supply 

0.12 
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